
1	

 

New Hampshire’s Incredible 

Creativity 
Connection 

ANNUAL
REPORT

2016	



 

2  

  

 
 
We would like to thank Paul 
LeBlanc, President and CEO of 
Southern New Hampshire 
University, for the opportunity to 
welcome SNHU as our 2016-17 
season Innovation Sponsor. 
SNHU’s support has been 
invaluable in our ongoing efforts 
to transform our organization. We 
are working to better scale and 
sustain our efforts so that we may 
reach many more deserving NH 
youth, and help to prepare them 
to join a workforce that is evolving 
more rapidly than ever before. 
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Message from the Board Chair 
This was a year of turning points and renewal for NHICC. 
When the year began, Jill Schoonmaker had retired after 
many years as our Executive Director. I'm happy to report 
that during this leadership transition, we were able to 
successfully run all of our existing programs, thanks to the 
efforts of the volunteers who devoted even more of their time 
to help out as we began our search for a new Executive 
Director. 
In February, we invited Anna Maenhout to join NHICC. Our 
board felt that Anna was the perfect choice to become our 
new Executive Director and lead the transformation of our 
organization into one that can serve many more young 
people. We have been highly effective in carrying out our 
core mission, as you will see from the success stories in 
this report, but we don't want to stop there! 
We will continue to expand our existing New Hampshire Destination Imagination and Camp 
Gottalikachallenge programs. Much of the work we've done this year was intended to better 
position our organization to increase the number of students who can have the opportunity to 
participate in these wonderful programs. We are also working hard to create alliances with 
new partners, and we hope to be able to introduce additional programs designed to reach 
communities that are not currently being served. 
These efforts have already led to a new partnership with Southern New Hampshire 
University. We have formed an alliance with the SNHU School of Education, and SNHU has 
agreed to become our 2016-2017 Innovation Sponsor. I would especially like to thank Dr. 
Paul LeBlanc, President and CEO of SNHU, who agreed to act as Advisor to the NHICC 
Board of Directors as we continue to grow and change in the coming years. 
We couldn’t have done all this without the hundreds of volunteers who supported NHICC’s 
programs. They include our Board of Directors, our tournament directors and officials, the 
volunteers who served on our program committees, and the hundreds of Team Managers 
who devote so much of their time to working with the students on our teams. I would like to 
thank all of our volunteers, and the New Hampshire parents who supported their children’s 
efforts as they learned important life skills while having a lot of fun! 
Two members of our Board of Directors deserve special mention. Steve Greenwood and 
Truda Bloom decided to leave the board this year, although both plan to continue in other 
volunteer roles, and I would like to thank Steve and Truda for their many years of service. 
 

Craig Richardson, Board Chair  
New Hampshire’s Incredible 

Creativity Connection 
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Our Mission 
New Hampshire’s Incredible Creativity Connection (NHICC) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization dedicated to encouraging teamwork, creative problem solving and innovation 
among students from grades K-12. For more than three decades, NHICC has prepared NH 
youth for college, career and life by developing important 21st Century skills through the 
application of STEAM principles. 
NHICC also awards scholarships each year to graduating high school seniors who have 
participated in NH-DI programs. 

Our Programs 
New Hampshire Destination Imagination® 
NHICC’s flagship program is New Hampshire Destination 
Imagination (NH-DI). We are the New Hampshire affiliate of 
Destination Imagination, an international program with more than 
150,000 participating students from 48 U.S. states and 30 other 
countries. 
Teams of students, led by adult Team Managers, meet from early 
fall until March each year to work on one of seven different Team 
Challenges developed each year by teams of educators and 
industry experts. Focus areas include Technical, Scientific, 
Engineering, Fine Arts, Improvisational, and Service Learning. 
There is also a special non-competitive Early Learning Challenge 

that fosters the development of social and problem solving skills.  
Individual teams are usually organized as part of a community afterschool program, and 
some schools have incorporated DI into their electives curriculum. Teams present their 
Challenge solutions at regional tournaments in March, with the highest scoring teams 
advancing to our state tournament, and to Destination Imagination Global Finals in May. 

Camp Gottalikachallenge™ 
NHICC also operates one of the oldest creativity camps in the 
United States, Camp Gottalikachallenge, which became a 
residential camp in 2001 after years of providing weeklong 
summer day camp programs. Our campers’ days are filled with 
hands-on learning, challenging activities, and zany fun guaranteed 
to get their creative juices flowing!  
Our camp program focuses on helping each camper to develop his 
or her creative potential. The goal is to empower our campers to 
approach life’s challenges with confidence. We do this by honing 
their creative and critical thinking skills, leadership skills, problem 
solving abilities, and teamwork.  
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Up to 7 members can be on a team. Students from 
kindergarten through university level can participate. 

Each team has one or more adult Team Managers, who help 
the students to stay on track, but are not allowed to help 
develop the solution to their Challenge. Team Managers are 
often faculty members or parent volunteers. 
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Teams can choose from 7 new Challenges each year. A team 
of educators and industry experts designs each Challenge to 
target a specific area of the curriculum, and related standards 
of content and performance. Areas of focus include: 
Engineering, Technical, Scientific, Fine Arts, Improvisational, 
and Service Learning. There is also a non-competitive Early 
Learning Challenge designed to help young children develop 
social and problem solving skills. 
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Teams learn higher order thinking and improve in creative 
thinking, critical thinking, effective communication, and 
collaborative problem solving—key 21st century skills. Our 
participants experience the creative process, develop new 
friendships, and learn to work together. 
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Each season starts in September and ends in May. Teams 
typically spend 2 to 5 months developing and practicing their 
Challenge solution, which they present at a local tournament. 
Top-scoring teams advance to a state or country tournament, 
known as an Affiliate Tournament. The top teams earn the 
right to represent their Affiliate at Global Finals—the world’s 
largest celebration of creativity. 
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New Hampshire team solutions are assessed at regional and 
state tournaments. While most schools run DI as an after 
school or community program, some school districts 
incorporate the program into their electives curriculum. Top 
scoring teams at our state tournament compete with teams 
from 48 states and 30 countries at DI Global Finals. 

  	

$ 
At an annual cost of $50 to $65 per student, Destination 
imagination is an amazing value for life skills received! 

STEAM-powered 
creativity, critical thinking, 
collaboration, and 
communication skills for 
the next generation of 
leaders and innovators 

STEM education (science, technology, 
engineering, and math) is all about 
exploration and experimentation. But 
who says you can’t do this without also 
having fun? STEAM takes the STEM 
acronym, and adds an A for the arts. 

Destination Imagination® (DI) is a 
project-based learning program that has 
been putting the A in STEAM for over 
30 years. DI’s Challenge Program 
blends STEM with the arts and social 
entrepreneurship. It complements K-12 
education by promoting curiosity, 
collaboration, creativity, critical thinking, 
and effective communication. 

Each year, more than 150,000 students 
from all around the world have fun, and 
gain confidence in their ability to solve 
any challenge on their own. They learn 
about the creative process—a system 
at the root of innovation in engineering, 
science, and the arts—by working in 
small teams to solve one of 7 engaging 
Challenges designed to focus on 
different STEAM skills. 

New Hampshire Destination 
Imagination (NH-DI) operates our 
state’s DI program, with over 1,800 
participating students from schools and 
community groups all over NH. Teams 
begin work in the fall, and present their 
Challenge solutions at regional 
tournaments in March, with the top 
teams advancing our state tournament, 
and then to Global Finals in May. 
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We are at a unique place in time where STEM 
initiatives are influencing the future economy; 
however, these initiatives are widening the gap 
between what students are being taught in 
school and the skills required for them to thrive 
in a new digital and hyper-connected 
economy. 

Education should not only provide knowledge 
of STEM content, but also provide awareness 
of global trends that inspire students to learn 
more. To resolve this skills gap, educators 
should seek to foster student engagement with 
an educational strategy where project 
management, creativity, interpersonal, global 
competency and leadership skills can be 
learned through open-ended projects that 
connect students to the evolving digital 
ecosystem. 

Our educational goal should be to develop 
student explorers, who have a mindful eye 
toward problem finding, not just problem 
solving. This is what Destination Imagination is 
all about. 
Chuck Cadle 
Destination Imagination CEO 

Global Impact of 
Destination Imagination 
 
• 150,000 participants annually 
• 1.5 million alumni 
• 38,000 volunteers worldwide 
• 48 states and 30 countries 
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Destination Imagination in New Hampshire 
. 

In 2015-2016, we had more 
than 300 participating DI 
teams from 67 different NH 
towns and every region of 
our state. 
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New Hampshire Outreach 
 

In order to provide more 
effective outreach to new 
schools and organizations, 
we have decided to divide 
New Hampshire into seven 
different Outreach Areas. 

Coordinators in each area 
will reach out to new 
schools and organizations 
in their area. 
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Regional Participation 
Not surprisingly, areas of New Hampshire with large numbers of school age students had 
many more Destination Imagination teams than less heavily populated regions of the state. 

 

However, when we compared the number of DI teams to the total K-8 student population, 
we found dramatic differences in DI participation rates between different regions of our 
state, which suggest that there is considerable growth potential in many areas. 
 

For 2015-2016, 
the statewide 
participation 
rate for New 
Hampshire DI 
was 1.77, which 
was more than 
double the rate 
of any other 
U.S. DI affiliate. 
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Team Composition 
Our Destination Imagination program attracts students of all ages, but most of our 
participants are elementary and middle school students. In 2015-2016, 83% of New 
Hampshire’s team members were in grades 1 through 8. 
 

	
Sir Ken Robinson  
Author and Chair of the British 
government’s Advisory Committee 
on Creative & Cultural Education. 

 

	
Anat Eshed Ph.D. (Physics) 
Former MIT Research Scientist 
DI Team Manager (14 years) 
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New Hampshire Success Stories 
We asked some former New Hampshire team members to tell us about the impact that the 
Destination Imagination experience has had in their lives. This is what they told us: 
 
  

	

Kaitlyn Nelson  
Fairfield University, Mechanical 
Engineering 2019 

Doing the technical challenges 
inspired me to go into 
engineering. Being on an all 
girls team boosted my 
confidence to go into a male 
dominated field and gave me 
the three life-long friends who 
love and support me even 
though we're all in different 
states. 

	
Anastasia Feraco,  
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Materials 
Engineering 2019 

DI taught me there is no ONE way to 
solve a problem. My thought processes 
may differ from my peers but our 
differences don't indicate failure. At a 
DI competition there was always a team 
that solved the challenge in a way I 
hadn't even thought of before. These 
differences can be intimidating, but I 
have come to learn they are a good 
thing. There is something to be gained 
from listening to others' solutions, but 
DI has shown me others' solutions do 
not make mine less valid. 

	

Luke Chapdelaine  
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, 
Biomedical Engineering/Mechanical 
Engineering 2020 

DI was a great introduction to 
large scale problem solving for 
me when I started in 7th grade. 
This program was a considerable 
factor when I decided I wanted 
to be an Engineering major, 
because I enjoyed thinking 
critically to find creative, yet 
effective solutions to the DI 
challenges. 

	

Neil McCalmont  
Oberlin College, Classics/Music 2018 

DI trained me to think in the 
moment: to gather what 
resources were available to me 
and to think differently about 
how they could be used to 
achieve a goal. It also taught 
me to take an idea and run 
with it, no matter how silly it 
seemed. Even if it failed, you 
learned something along the 
way. It gave me a thinking-
blueprint for life. 
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NH Destination Imagination Alumni 
Many of our key volunteers are former DI team members who felt that it was important to 
make a personal contribution to our program by acting as officials at local tournaments. 

	

Mariah Maki  
University of Richmond, Psychology 2018 

Instead of viewing problems as 
roadblocks to my success, DI 
taught me to see them as 
challenges to overcome. This 
positive shift in perception has 
helped me conquer various 
aspects of college life with 
minimal frustration because I 
am confident in my ability to 
creatively solve any challenge. 
Thanks NH-DI for a healthier 
and happier college experience! 

	

Evan Moloney  
Brandeis University, Psychology 2020 

The ability to spontaneously 
collaborate on unexpected 
projects and create effective 
solutions is something that DI 
teaches better than any other 
program I have encountered. 
Both in academia and in the 
workplace, DI has taught me to 
do far more with far fewer 
resources of material and time, 
and create valuable things and 
ideas at a moment's notice. 
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Camp Gottalikachallenge 2016 
 
Camp Gottalikachallenge, a weeklong overnight camp, fosters creative problem solving, 
tactile skills, and teamwork for campers age 10-14. Gotta Camp works to empower our 
campers to approach every challenge with confidence. 
 
Brewster Academy 
Session 1: July 31 - August 5 
53 campers 
Session 2: August 7 – 12 
37 campers 

  
Our staff sets a tone that 
embraces differences and 
encourages our campers to 
try new things—whether 
that’s playing silly 
improvisational games, 
leading a group activity, 
using power tools, or 
delivering lines in front of 
an audience. 
Lou McKenna 
Camp Director 

Camper parents share: 
“I just wanted to let you know that Ally had 
such a great time at camp last week! She was 
so nervous about going and had asked to stay 
home. She said she definitely wants to go 
again next year. :) She loved a lot of the 
activities—instant combustion was a favorite 
and she said the choice activities were 
awesome! Thank you for making it such a great 
week for her.” 
“Thanks for everything, Lou—the girls are 
already talking about next year!!” 
“Dagon enjoyed the camp immensely and is 
looking forward to next year. I wanted to thank 
you again for all your help in making it possible 
for Dagon to attend the camp.” 
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New Alliances 
We are excited to announce our new alliances with the School of Education at Southern 
New Hampshire University (SNHU) and The Friends Program. 

We are thrilled to collaborate with our partner, New 
Hampshire Destination Imagination (NH-DI). The School of 
Education demands that our teacher candidates be 
prepared for tomorrow’s classroom; SNHU aims to provide 
its students with the transferable skills that allow them to 
challenge their own students with high-quality, engaging 
curriculum. This partnership permits select SNHU teacher 
candidates to improve their own problem-solving, creativity, 
and teamwork skills by developing unique solutions to DI 
problem-based learning tasks and competing against other 
universities. In addition, many teacher candidates also 
become NH-DI appraisers who improve their abilities in 
assessing problem-based learning by evaluating rubrics, 
taking part in inter-rater reliability tasks, and providing 
feedback to K-12 students, all while assessing creativity, 
performance, and teamwork skills. SNHU is also very 
excited to house NHICC on our beautiful campus, and to 
welcome Destination Imagination students at all grade 
levels for an Instant Combustion workshop each January. 
We want DI students to know Southern New Hampshire 
University is a place where their pursuits of creativity and 
innovation will continue, and that we very much want DI 
students to further their studies here. 

The Friends Retired & Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) 
matches volunteers 55 and over with local non-profit 
agencies and organizations to meet community needs in 
Merrimack, Belknap, Rockingham, and Strafford counties. 
I meet with current and prospective senior volunteers to 
learn about their interests and skills as well as what 
motivates them to help others. Destination Imagination’s 
mission to inspire and empower 21st century students 
through creative learning provides a wonderful opportunity 
for our experienced volunteers to be further inspired to 
serve their community in ways that really matter. We are 
looking forward to a long and prosperous partnership. 

Ray McNulty 
Dean of the School of 
Education at SNHU 
 

Jennifer Army 
RSVP Program Manager 
The Friends Program 
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Financial Information 
REVENUES 
NH-DI Program Fees: $45,100.00 
NH-DI Other Income: $78,371.27 
Camp Gottalikachallenge Program Fees: $63,975.00 
Camp Gottalikachallenge Other Income: $1,176.00 
Contributions and Grants: $21,387.25 
Other Income: $2,517.67 
Total Income: $212,527.19 

EXPENSES 
NH-DI Program: $69,254.02 
Camp Gottalikachallenge: $55,159.98 
General Administrative: $75,607.08 
Depreciation: $0 
Total Expenses: $200,021.08 

OPERATING SURPLUS 
$12,506.11 

TOTAL ASSETS 
$203,795.00 

Scholarship Recipients 
We would like to thank the NHICC Board of Directors for their most generous donations to our 
scholarship fund. We were proud to present two of our Destination Imagination graduates with a 
$2,000 scholarship each towards their post high school educations. Congratulations to: 

Katherine MacDonald (Wilton, NH) 
Hayden Udelson (Bow, NH) 

 
 
 
 
 

 



17	

Leadership 
 
Executive Director 
Anna Maenhout 
NHICC Board of Directors 
Craig Richardson (Chair) 
Harvey Black (Vice-Chair) 
Sandra Hardy (Treasurer) 
Carrie Thompson (Secretary) 
Truda Bloom 
Pam DesMarais 
Ric Haskins 
Steve Greenwood 
Wayne Kurtzman 
Wendy Langelier 
Ellie Stetson 
Dan Whitney 
NH-DI Committee Chairs 
Alumni Committee 
Jenna Caputo 
Jake Oudheusden 
Appraiser Committee 
Ellie Stetson 
Steve Greenwood 
Education and Training 
Harvey Black 
IT Committee 
Steve Greenwood 
Marketing Committee 
Wayne Kurtzman 
Merchandise & Concessions 
Pam DesMarais 
Outreach Committee 
Carrie Thompson 
Craig Richardson 
Tournament Committee 
Dan Whitney 

 
 
Tournament Directors 
Plymouth Regional 
Plymouth State University 
March 12, 2016 
Dave Griffin 
Carrie Thompson 
Kingston Regional  
Sanborn Regional HS 
March 12, 2016 
Frannie Greenberg 
Goffstown Regional 
Goffstown High School 
March 19, 2016 
Lisa Gowern 
North Sutton Regional  
Kearsarge Regional MS 
March 19, 2016 
Dan Whitney 
NH State Tournament 
Nashua North High School 
April 2, 2016 
Craig Richardson 
 

 
 
 
Camp Gottalikachallenge 
Lou McKenna (Director) 
Jamie Gratton (Asst. Director) 
Gotta Coaches 
Amanda Berke 
Juliana Brown 
Jenna Caputo 
Sarah Christ 
Sarah Cloutier 
Anna Correia 
Joshua Demeule 
Doug Gandle 
Alexandra Hsu 
Sean Kenny 
Gerald Kuhn 
Noah Levin 
Constance Moore 
Jake Oudheusden 
Jacquelyn Pierson 
Justin Tan 
Aubrey Tyler 
Maddy Wagner 
Nate Wooding 
Carlin Zia 
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Connect With Us! 
Web:  nh-di.org 
Phone: 603.868.2140 
Email: questions@nhicc.org        

        facebook.com/NHICC 

        twitter.com/NH_DI 

 


